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General Council of Medical Education 
-and Registration 
SUMMER SESSION 


The session of the General Medical Council, which opened 
on May 28, lasted two days. The greater part of the time 
was occupied with penal cases. 


EDUCATIONAL BUSINESS 


Diplomas and Degrees in Public Health 


A lengthy report was presented by Dr. W. T. Ritcnie, 
chairman of the Public Health Committee, on the visita- 
tion by members of the Committee at the examinations 
for diplomas and degrees in sanitary science, public 
health, or State medicine held by the licensing bodies. 
The general conclusion of the visitors was that the 
majority of teachers had endeavoured to carry out the 
aims of the Council as regards the type and extent of 
instruction. They found that in some examinations ex- 
ternal examiners were employed ; in others the examiners 
were all internal. They were of opinion that at every 
examination there should be at least one external 
examiner in Part I and at least one external examiner in 
Part Il. There were objections to the examination of 
candidates by a single examiner, and it was generally 


' advisable to have two examiners in a subject, but it was 


realized that this was not always, or even usually, pos- 
sible. The main objection to the method of single 
€xaminers was that one might be either unduly severe or 
unduly lenient. Any tendency towards excessive severity 
by one examiner could, to a considerable extent, be over- 
come by permitting compensation. It was the duty of the 
Council to prevent such leniency as might lead to insut- 
ficiently trained persons acquiring a valuable postgraduate 
qualification. If there wete enough examiners for each 
part of the examination any excessively high marks 
awarded by one examiner would not entail the passing 
of a candidate who did badly in the other subjects. The 
Committee’s recommendation in regard to the pass mark 
was that it should not be less than 50 per cent. As a 
student who was good or even brilliant in the majority 
of subjects might lack the capacity to master one par- 
ticular subject, it was rather unfortunate if this failing 
should prevent him from securing the D.P.H. Therefore 
the Committee was not averse from permitting a strictly 
limited amount of compensation. 

In the view of the Committee the instruction for Part I 
should aim at giving students a basic knowledge of the 
principles of hygiene and public health. To attain this, 
instruction should be neither too academic nor too directly 
concerned with practical administrative problems. Some 


visitors have reported that questions dealing with British 
public health law and methods of administration have 
been put to candidates for the Part I examination. The 
Committee is of opinion that such questions should not 
be used in that part. It should be just as easy for a 
student trained in a foreign country and entirely ignorant 
of British law and administration to pass this part as 
for one trained in the British Isles. The Committee also 
considers that, with regard to Part Il, examining bodies 
should be asked to review their methods of examination 
and schemes of marking so as to allocate marks to the 
various subjects on the basis of their relative importance. 
It deprecates high marking for brief oral tests, and calls 
attention to the importance of adequate marking for the 
clinical examination in infectious diseases, in regard to 
which it is noted with regret that one examining body 
considered this section of so little importance that it 
allotted to-it only 10 marks out of a total of 660. It 
is suggested that more attention should be given to statis- 
tical method. Candidates could understand and should 
be able to use the commoner methods of statistical analy- 
sis. The survival of the combination of public health law 
and vital statistics in one paper has nothing to recommend 
it. Public health law and public health administration 
are a good combination for a paper. 

The conditions of the present emergency were judged 
to make specific recommendations for amendment of the 
resolutions and rules inopportune, and for the time being 
the Council resolved only to circulate the report to the 
licensing bodies and the authorities of the institutions 
approved for instruction of candidates and to request 
their observations. 


The Length of the Curriculum 


It was reported that the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
of Liverpool had inquired whether it would be possibile 
to effect some reduction in the length of the medical 
curriculum. Dr. H. L. Tipy, chairman of the Education 
Committee, moved and Sir NORMAN WALKER seconded 
that the Dean be informed that 


... the Council would deprecate any reduction of the 
length of the medical curriculum as being prejudicial to the 
maintenance of an adequate standard of professional educa- 
tion. They are of opinion that the existing requirements 
should be maintained in the absence of any intimation by 
H.M. Government that the number of registered medical 
practitioners available to meet national requirements under 
war conditions is insufficient.” 


Sir- ROBERT KELLY suggested a rider or amendment to 
the effect that, should the national emergency be such that 
a shortage of medical practitioners did occur in the next 


six months, the deans of medical schools should be em- . 


powered to allow final-year students to sit for their 
1854 


| 
vho 
ons 
r is 
fer- 
(lee 
Correspondence : 
and 
the 
ise 
zen 
non 
ding 
| of 
Free 
of 
part 
tors 
1 if 
| 
and 
lem 
res, 
ney 
on. 
nd 
nd 
a 


—— 


90 June 8, 1940 


G.M.C.: EDUCATIONAL BUSINESS 


SUPPLEMENT to tHe 
British MEDICAL JouRNAL 


qualifying examination six months before the legal time. 
He felt sure that a great many more medical men would 
presently be required than were available at the moment. 
Already in Liverpool they were finding difficulty in getting 
enough men to satisfy the B.M.A. 

Dr. C. G. Lowry said that the same problem existed 
in Belfast, and it was proposed to run a summer term, 
starting in the middle of July and ending in September. 
It might be possible to accelerate the admission to the 
final examination in that way provided that the candi- 
date fulfilled the obligations of the curriculum in the off 
season. 

Dr. SypNey SmitH inquired whether the Council had 
power to authorize deans of medical schools to ‘act in 
the way suggested. 

The PRESIDENT said that for a number of reasons he 
thought it would be desirable not to accept the amend- 
ment proposed by Sir Robert Kelly. 

Mr. J. C. Froop asked what would be the position if 
the President was informed by the Government that the 
number of medical men available was inadequate, to 
which the President replied that it would be necessary tor 
him to take appropriate action when the emergency arose. 


Sir Robert Kelly’s amendment was negatived, and the 
original resolution carried. 


The British Pharmacopoeia 


The report of the Pharmacopoeia Committee submitted 
by Dr. CAMPBELL embodied a progress report of the Phar- 
macopoeia Commission, which stated that a total of 642 
new monographs had now been approved, and an, adden- 
dum, the second to be produced since the publication of 
the British Pharmacopoeia, 1932, had been prepared and 
was now in the press. The monographs contained 
therein dealt. principally with preparations containing 
vitamins, for which specifications were urgently needed. 
Work was now in progress on a third addendum, in which 
it was proposed to include monographs dealing with cer- 
tain substances which were not formerly made in this 
country, but which were now being produced, or were 
likely shortly to be produced, by British manufacturers, in 
some instances under licences granted by the Comptroller 
Of Patents. For the control of certain of these prepara- 
tions biological tests would be required, and Sir Henry 
Dale, director of the National Institute for Medical Re- 
search, had been approached and had agreed to a request 
that standard substances for use in the biological tests ‘o 
be defined in the Pharmacopoeia for these new substances 
should be maintained at the Institute and distributed in 
the same way as the standards for digitalis and other sub- 
stances were provided at the present time. It was resolved 
that an expression of the Council's thanks be conveyed io 
Sir Henry Dale. 


DISCIPLINARY BUSINESS 
Charge of Canvassing and Advertising 


The Council considered the case of Dr. Horatio Matthews, 
registered as of Harley Street, W.. who was summoned on the 
charge that in or about the months of February and April, 
1940, he had canvassed and advertised for the purpose of 
obtaining patients and promoting his own _ professional 
advantage— 


(1) By circulating to various commercial concerns his visiting 
card with his professional address, together with a notice on one 
side ** For your notice board,” and on the other side the following 
words: “ Ophthalmic Notice. During the present emergency 
arrangements for the examination of eyesight of any of the staff or 
their families who may wish it may be made, either at Harley Street 
or at certain alternative rooms outside, for the reduced fee of 
one guinea, through the Secretary, Staff Association of this 
Establishment.” 

(2) By writing to the Secretary of the London Assurance pro- 
on that the company should make it part of their policy to 
eep a register from time to time of the state of the sight of their 
insured members in anticipation of certain possible claims men- 
tioned in such letter, and further proposing that he should be asked 
to do this for the company. 


The complainants were Low Temperature Carbonisation, 
Ltd., and: the London Assurance. Mr. J. P. Postlethwaite, 
general manager of the former concern, gave evidence on 
his statutory declaration. He stated that he was rung up 
on the telephone in February by Dr. Matthews, who said 
that the banks had an arrangement by which their staff 
obtained ophthalmic treatment at a low charge, and he 
wondered whether his company would be interested in a 
similar arrangement. The next day he received the notice 
set out in the complaint together with Dr. Matthews’s visiting 
card. He had never previously heard of Dr. Matthews, 
and the notice and card were not supplied at his request or, 
so far as he knew, at the request of any person in the 
employment of his company. 

Mr. G. G. Beamish, secretary of the London Assurance, 
gave similar testimony. A colleague of his was rung up on 
the telephone by Dr. Matthews, who said that he was sending 
for his company’s notice board a notice and a visiting card, 
He had never heard of Dr. Matthews, and the notice and 
card were not supplied at his request. 


Dr. Matthews, in defence, said that he had the interests of 
the profession sufficiently at heart not to abuse them ; he had 
refused to benefit personally by anything he had done. But 
he was not alone in feeling that a new field of opportunity 
might be cultivated which Harley Street and its neighbourhood 
was not reaching at present. The procedure which he had 
adopted and which was the subject of the charge was not 
a novel one; it was on the lines of the scheme of the 
National Ophthalmic Treatment Board. He had copied the 
methods of propaganda of the British Medical Association 
in this respect—methods which he thought the Association had 
been quite right to adopt. The only difference was that he 
used the notice and card, whereas the N.O.T.B. employed the 
cinema: and he had approached the secretaries of these 
business organizations on the telephone, whereas the N.O.T.B. 
had a publicity officer to do the work. This was not advertise- 
ment but propaganda. So successful had the N.O.T.B. propa- 
ganda been that there was now a danger lest that body should 
absorb all the eye services. Thoce associated with him thought 
it was time to ask the Council to look into the position. 


The President pointed out that the charge was that Dr. 
Maithews had advertised his own professional name. 


Dr. Matthews repeated that it was not advertisement but 
propaganda. He was being backed by his society, the 
Association of British Ophthalmologists, in putting forward 
his scheme, which removed many of the disadvantages of the 
N.O.T.B. scheme. The association had been brought into 
existence five years ago to do what it could to remove current 
abuses. He was prepared to alter his scheme to suit any 
requirements which the Council might impose. 

The President said that what Dr. Matthews was saying was 
irrelevant to the charge. The documents before the Council 
made no reference to any society, but only to Dr. Matthews. 


Dr. Matthews said that he believed that under the Medical 
Acts any pioneer with a good policy was permitted to advance 
it within the profession. If he had done anything to upset 
the Council he was sorry, but he wanted guidance. His and 
his colleagues’ concern was to deliver the profession and the 
public from commercial interest in the sale of spectacles. 


After deliberating in camera, the Council found the com- 
plaint proved, but postponed judgment on the usual conditions 
for twelve months. The President said that the Council took 
a grave view of the methods which Dr. Matthews had adopted 
in prosecuting whatever scheme he might be interested in. 


Conviction for Felony and Misdemeanour 


The Council considered the case of Benjamin David Ling, 
registered as of Carmyle, Glasgow, who was summoned on 
the charge that at the Warwickshire assizes last December he 
was convicted of the unlawful use of an instrument or some 
other unknown means with intent to procure the miscarriage 
of a woman, and of conspiring with another woman and with 
other persons unknown unlawfully to use an instrument or 
other unknown means with intent to procure the miscarriage 
of the woman mentioned in the first charge. He had been 
sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment on each count, the 
sentences to run concurrently. 

Dr. Ling was present, and a large number of testimonials 
were put in in his favour which, the President said, spoke 
highly of his professional conduct and behaviour. In evidence 
Dr. Ling said that he had pleaded guilty to attempting to 
procure abortion. It had been admitted in court by the 
prosecution that a London gynaecologist completed the 


at th 
ith 
tion 
rela 
am 
had 
don 
i A 
con 
fror 
reg! 
sun 
in | 
the 
and 
was 
chi 
He 
frie 
wh 
ver 
pre 
he 
he 
chi 
q un 
{ we 
Wea 
co 
he 
fa 
an 
a 
ar 
to 
In 
0} 
vi 
i 
j n 
v 
il 
é 


unity 
hood 


June 8, 1940 


G.MC.: DISCIPLINARY BUSINESS 


SUPPLEMENT to THE 9] 
British MEDICAL JouRNAL 


operation. He had not realized the significance of his action 
at the time. It was only to the first charge that he had pleaded 

jlty. The lady mentioned in the case had been friendly 
with him for seven years and was now his wife. The informa- 
tion as to the abortion was handed to the police by a 
relative. who afterwards regretted his action. In answer to 
a member of the Council, he said that it was the nurse who 
had heard of the London gynaecologist, and all that he had 
done was to take the lady in his car to the place appointed. 

After considering the case in camera the Council found the 
conviction proved, and ordered Dr. Ling’s name to be erased 
from the Medical Register. 


Concealment of Birth 


The Council considered the case of Arthur James Daly, 

registered as of Mansfield Road, Nottingham, who was 
summoned on the charge that at Nottinghamshire assizes 
in February last he was convicted of endeavouring to conceal 
the birth of a child by secretly disposing of his dead body, 
and was sentenced to three days’ imprisonment. Dr. Daly 
was present and was legally represented by Mr. Pereira. 
* The Council's solicitor explained that the mother of the 
child was a single woman and that Dr. Daly was the father. 
He was introduced to the woman in December, 1938, by a 
friend, and shortly afterwards she consulted him about pains 
which he diagnosed as due to appendicitis. Later they became 
very friendly. and in April, 1939, he realized that she was 
pregnant by him. The child was born on November 8. After 
he had delivered the baby he became aware that the mother 
was going to have post-partum haemorrhage. and by the time 
he had satisfied himself that she was safe he found that the 
child was showing no sign of life. Artificial respiration was 
unavailing. He took the child's body away with him in a 
bag and for three days he carried it with him wherever he 
went. Later it was discovered by the police, and Dr. Daly 
was charged with the murder of the child as well as with 
concealment of birth. On the more serious charge, however, 
he was found not guilty. 

Mr. Pereira said that Dr. Daly's conduct at the time was 
hardly that of a man in his right senses. But his trouble had 
arisen not because he was a doctor but because he was the 
father of the child. He had not abused his professional trust, 
and the Council must remember that he had been through 
a dreadful time, having to stand his trial on a capital charge 
and to spend some time in custody. 

The Council found the charge proved. but did not see fit 
to erase the name from the Register. 


In Charge of a Car while under the Influence of Drink : Erasure 


The Council considered the case of John William Paterson 
Collier. registered as of Douglas Water, Lanark, who appeared 
on the charge of having been convicted of driving a motor car 
while under the influence of drink. There were four con- 
Victions at various Scottish courts, in 1934, 1936, 1937, and 
1939. 

The Council's solicitor put in copies of the convictions, and 
Narrated the circumstances in each case. 

Dr. Collier said that he greatly regretted the offences. There 
were extenuating family circumstances which led him to get 
into such a condition: he would prefer not to specify them. 
and they had now ceased to exist. 

It was stated that at the last session when he should have 
appeared he was serving in H.M. Forces, but he had now 
ceased his service with thé Army. In reply to the President, 
he said that he left the Army in March of this year 
on account of an adverse report. his colonel saying that he 
drank too much. The A.D.M.S. and D.D.M.S. gave a4 very 
satisfactory report. but the colonel’s report was adverse. 

After consideration in camera the Council directed that Dr. 
Collier's name be erased from the Medical Register. 


Misdemeanours 


The Council considered the case of John McBride, registered 
as of Ralston. Paisley. who appeared on the charge of having 
been convicted in 1938 and in 1940 at Kilmarnock sheriff court 
of being in charge of a moter car while under the influence 
of drink. On the first occasion he was fined £25. on the 
second £30. and on this second occasion he was disqualified 
from driving for one year. 

Mr. Oswaid Hempson. on instructions of the Medical and 
Dental Defence Union of Scotland, appeared for Dr. McBride. 


The Council’s solicitor said that on the first occasion Dr. 
McBride was discovered seated in his car in the municipal 
car park in an extreme state of intoxication. He had not 
driven the car, but he was in charge of the vehicle and was 
accordingly arrested. He was practically in an unconscious 
condition. On the second occasion he collided with a motor 
lorry, and was found to be unsteady on his feet and his 
breath smelt of drink. 

Dr. McBride said that he was an insurance practitioner with 
a list of 1,400 persons. He admitted the first offence. In 
extenuation thereof. he had been badly overworked, and was 
spending the afternoon with friends, well out of the area of 
his practice. In the course of his visit he had only two 
glasses of brandy, and on account of his tired and exhausted 
condition he fell asleep inside his car while it was at the 
official parking place. On the second occasion he was 
suffering from a febrile condition, but had to pay his round 
of visits. He had only one brandy and soda. The accident 
was due to defective brakes. He was examined at the police 
Station, and the examiners differed in their findings. 

Mr. Hempson, on Mr. McBride's behalf, said that he had 
various statutory declarations by persons who had given 
evidence in court, and, notwithstanding objections by the Legal 
Assessor, he urged his right to put them in, pointing out that 
the Council's solicitor in this case and in others had read 
to the Council local press reports of the case, which had been 
accepted as evidence proper to bring before the Council, and 
here he had the statutory declarations of witnesses who gave 
evidence at the sheriff court, giving the facts truly, not a press 
reporter's version of them. 


The statutory declarations were allowed to be put in. They 
were from Dr. Robert Cochran of Paisley, who testified that 
on the second occasion Dr. McBride was suffering from febrile 
catarrh and not from the effects of too much alcohol, and 
from Dr. A. E. Struthers of Paisley, who testified to Dr. 
McBride's condition at the time, and said that in his opinion 
in the performance of the tests he was asked to undergo by 
the police surgeon his co-ordination would be upset by his 
toxic condition. Many testimonials to Dr. McBride's character 
were also put in. Mr. Hempson pleaded that in this case 
the usual probation might be waived. He asked the Council 
to realize how hardly a period of probation bore upon a man. 
He had always the feeling that at some time he would have to 
suffer the ignominy of having to ask his colleagues if they 
would testify as to his conduct. 


The Council, after deliberation in camera, did not see fit 
to direct the Registrar to erase the name. 

The next case was that of Dr. Florence Joseph O Driscoll, 
registered as of Orrell Park. Liverpool, who was summoned 
on the charge that in November last he had been convicted 
at Liverpool police court of being drunk and disorderly and 
of wilful damage. Dr. O'Driscoll was not present. and a 
certificate was handed in stating that he was an in-patient at 
2a London hospital and not yet fit for discharge. The Council 
decided to postpone the inquiry until the next session. 


Cases Postponed from Previous Sessions 


The case was further considered of Percy Nico! Allman, 
registered as care of solicitors in London. who appeared before 
the Council in May. 1939, following convictions of driving a 
motor car whilst under the influence of drink. It was stated 
that Dr. Allman. who was not present, was now serving as 
a ship surgeon. Testimonials were put in. The Council 
decided not to direct the erasure of the name. 

The next case was that of Aubrey Gardner Brown, regis- 
tered as of Elliot Road. Edinburgh. who had appeared in 
May. 1939. following convictions of being drunk and of 
driving 2 motor car whilst under the influence of drink. 
Three testimonials were put in and Dr. Brown gave assur- 
ances. The Council decided not to direct the erasure of the 
name. 

A similar course was taken im the case of Donald Bruce 
Smith. registered as of Queen's Road, Cheetham. Manchester. 
who had appeared before the Council in November. 1938. on 
a number of convictions of being drunk and disorderly. The 
case had been adjourned for twelve months. but in November 
last, when he should have appeared again. Dr. Smith was 
serving in the Army. from which he had since been invalided 
out. A number of testimonials were put in. The Council 
decided not to direct erasure. 

The Council considered the case of William Chisholm, 
registered as of Findhorn. Morayshire. who had previously 
appeared in May. 1938, following conviction for a mus- 


—— 
sation, | 
Waite, 
ce on 
Said 
Staff 
dhe 
in a | 
notice 
isiting 
thews, 
St or, | 
n the 
rance, 
up on 
nding 
card, 
> and | 
sts of | 
e had 
But 
had 
not 
the 
1 the 
ation 
had 
it he 
the 
these 
T.B. 
tise- 
Opa- 
ould 
ught 
Dr. 
but 
the 
vard 
the | 
into 
rent 
was 
ncil 
ical 
nce 
set 
ind 
the | 
m- 
ns 
ok 
ed 
1g, 
on 
he 
ne | 
Be 
th 
or 
Is 
e 
e 
e 


Y? June 8, 1940 


G.M.C.: DISCIPLINARY BUSINESS 


SUPPLEMENT to tHe 
irish MEDICAL JouRNaL 


demeanour. Here also it was decided not to proceed to 
erasure, 

The remaining case was that of Robert Wilson Todd, 
registered as of Leven, Fife, who had appeared before the 
Council in May, 1938, following a conviction at the sheriff 
court for uttering as genuine medical cards in which the 
signature of the doctor apparently agreeing to the transfer 
of the insured person to Dr. Todd's list had been forged. 
Mr. Oswald Hempson, who appeared on behalf of Dr. Todd, 
instructed by the Medical and Dental Defence Union of 
Scotland, put in nine testimonials from fellow practitioners 
and others testifying to Dr. Todd's good character and devo- 
tion to duty. He said that he had learnt his lesson and felt 
keenly the weight of the Council's displeasure. Sir Kaye Le 
Fleming drew attention to a phrase in a_ testimonial from 
Dr. A. IL. Pirie: “The consensus of public opinion in the 
district at the time was that, although Dr. Todd had tech- 
nically committed the grievous crime of forgery, in fact his 
fault had been one of misplaced kindness, sacrificing himself 
and his own good name to save some of his new patients 
from an unpleasant and embarrassing interview.” He asked 
whether Dr. Todd agreed with that. Dr. Todd said that he 
could not say what the general opinion was. 

But it involved the relationship between yourself and your fellow 
practitioners. Did you acquire financial profit?—It was admitted 
in court that there was no financial gain. 

If an insured person transfers to a doctor’s list that doctor 
obtains a small payment?—Yes. 

In the series of forgeries you committed the doctors whose names 
you forged lost the capitation fees from those patients and you 
acquired them?—The patients wished to transfer, and would have 
transferred in any case whether I had signed the cards or not. 


Sir Kaye Le Fleming said that that was not an answer to 
his question, and Dr. Todd then answered the question in the 
affirmative. 

The Council, after deliberation in camera, did not see fit 
to direct the Registrar to erase the name. 


~ 


Restoration 
The Council directed the restoration to the Medical Register 


of the name of Henry Nunan Collier, which was penally 
erased in May, 1938. 
Other Business 

In-submitting a report by the Examination Committee, 
mostly of a tabular character, Dr. BROCKLEHURSI, the 
chairman, drew attention to the very high proportion of 
passes in certain of the subsidiary subjects. 

Mr. SHERIDAN, for the Dental Education and Examina- 
tion Committee, said that applications had been considered 
from twenty-seven foreign dentists (fifteen of them from 
Germany) for the recognition by the Council of certi- 
ficates granted to them in foreign countries. The Com- 
mittee was not satisfied, after careful consideration of 
the particulars in each case, that the certificate was one 
which might properly be recognized, and a recommenda- 
tion that the applications be not acceded to was adopted. 

Dr. Bone, presenting the Finance Committee's report, 
said that owing to the shorter sessions in 1939 a sum of 
£960 had been saved in that year. The assets of the 
Council had risen from £130,000 to £137,000. 

During the session the following new members of the 
Council were introduced: Dr. J. P. Hedley as represen- 
tative of the Society of Apothecaries of London in place 
of Dr. Cecil Wall, and Dr. Andrew Allison as represen- 
tative of the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Glasgow, in place of Mr. Edington. 

Dr. John Stopford was re-elected Chairman of Busi- 
ness, and Mr. Michael Heseltine was reappointed General 
Registrar. 


— 


A circular issued on behalf of the Ministry of Health for 
England and Wales and the Department of Health for Scotland 
states that it has again become necessary to suspend the Insurance 
Regional Medical Service. Until further instructions approved 
societies should not refer any members for examination by officers 
of the Insurance Regional Medical Staff, but should continue to 
exercise, so far as possible, proper supervision over claims for 
benefit. A skeleton Insurance Regional Medical Service will 
continue for the time being to operate in Scotland. 


Correspondence 


Medical Categories for Doctors 


Siz.—-While realizing that the medical examination held fox 
prospective R.A.M.C. officers is not very severe or searching, 
it is incongruous, nevertheless, that approximately the same 
standard of physical fitness is expected from middle-aged 
practitioners as from young and recently qualified men, 
Surely this Service should adopt the common-sense’ method 
used by the rest of the Army and grade doctors in medical 
categories, apportioning to each man work that he is best 
capable of, thereby making the most use of all available 
material. This method would not only avoid injustice, such 
as elderly men having more strenuous work than younger and 
fitter men, which I assume must now be a matter of chance, 
but would enable the Army to make use of volunteers now 
rejected for relatively trivial reasons. 

It does not seem to me, from recent personal experience, 
that the Army authorities yet realize that every doctor will 
not be called upon to do the physical work of a combatant 
officer, or that every available doctor will soon be needed.— 
1 am, ete., 


Nottingham, May 30. ARTHUR CONACHY. 


Distribution of Medical Personnel in War 


Sir,—As there are repeated notices appearing asking for the 
services of medical men, it would be helpful if a survey could 
be made of the medical officers who could be spared and 
replaced by much older full-time or part-time men. By em- 
ploying men over Service age on full time or part time to help 
one medical officer. younger men could be transferred to more 
active service at the front, where they will be badly wanted, 
Men of 55 and 65 years of age can still do valuable work, 
especially those in active practice.—I am, etc., 


Bicester, May 16. J. Hoimes. 


Conscription of the Medical Profession 


_ Sirn,—Dr. W. J. Bold (May 18, p. 82) does the profession 
a gross injustice in suggesting that medical men are reluctant, 
in comparison with the ordinary man, to bear the burden 
and sacrifice of the present war. They have always shared 
in full the joys and sorrows of the nation. His concern for 
the well-being of insurance companies is quite unnecessary. 
—I am, etc., 


Batley, May 22. JOHN J. Fitzpatrick. 


Motion by the Dover and Folkestone Division 


Sir,—One cannot but regret the tone of the letter of Mr. 
H. W. G. Molesworth which appears in the Supplement of 
June | (p. 88). I am not a member of the Oxford Group 
Movement, nor do I altogether subscribe to their methods of 
approach, but surely we can all admire the courage with 
which they have tackled this most difficult problem of 
“moral and spiritual rearmament.” Surely there never was 
a time when such a renewal of grace was more necessary, 4$ 
witness His Majesty the King’s call for a Day of National 
Prayer. 

It ill becomes any member of the medical profession to 
gibe at colleagues who, for no material gain, are trying to 
raise the spiritual standard of our profession. For any 
member to write of “the infiltration of the profession by 
Buchmannites,” as if it were an evil thing, however much he 
may disagree with the methods they employ, appears to me 
to show something more than lack of vision in the writer. 
if Mr. Molesworth were simply asking for information on 
procedure, with reference to motions for the A.R.M., much 
that one can only deplore could have been omitted from 
his letter—I am, etc., 


London, S.W.2, June 1. T. H. GARDNER. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SUPPLEMENT 10 THE 9? 
British MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Rise in Locumtenents’ Fees 


Sir,—In times such as these all but a small minority of our 
people view with disgust any attempts to profiteer. And yet 
1 have been informed by one of the main medical agencies 
to-day that young recently qualified men are demanding ten 
guineas a week as fees for a locumtenency—an increase of 
25 per cent..on the fees of last summer. 

Admittedly such men brand themselves as men devoid of 
conscience, but the scandal goes on. Is it not time that the 
British Medical Association laid down a fair scale of such fees 
and that all members refused to exceed this scale?—I am, etc., 


Newnham, Gloucestershire, May 30. H. J. Sevsy. 


Six Months in General Practice 


Sin.—A great majority of the newly qualified who leave the 
examination rooms four times a year, once they have joined 
the R.A.M.C., will probably not see the inside of a hospital 
again till the end of the war. They will find themselves posted 
to field ambulances in the first place. and rapidly drafted out 
as battalion medical officers. In this post of responsibility 
they wiil find themselves alone and expected to make rapid 
decisions and stand by their unaided judgments. They will 
find no such assistance or equipment as they have been accus- 
tomed to, and will have to learn (if they can) the great art 
of improvisation. I have vivid recollections of my own feel- 
ings in such circumstances, but the newly qualified man of 
the present day has the great advantage of six months in which 
to prepare himself for these changed circumstances. How does 
he do so? By electing to take a house appointment. Surely 
he would be much more likely to find what he will need by 
taking a six-months turn in general practice, preferably in the 
country. 

There must be many ex-R.A.M.C. men. Jike myself, anxiously 
waiting to rejoin, but who cannot do so until a replacement 
can be found. It should be possible to obtain a series of 
newly qualified men at six-monthly intervals, but it is not. 
Even the women take hospital appointments. No course 
could be more sensible in times of peace. but I firmly believe 
it is most mistaken at this moment when we must have only 
One end in view. 

I suggest that the B.M.A.. the deans of medical schools, 
and the teaching staffs generally could help (a) the newly 
qualified. (/) the available ex-R.A.M.C. men, and, as a con- 
sequence, (c) the national war effort. by urging this view on 
the qualifying student.—I am, etc., 


May 24. M.C., EX-CaPTAIN R.A.M.C. 


Naval, Military, and Air Force 
Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 


Surgeon Lieutenant-Commanders W. V. Beach, R. Russell. and A. R. Ewart 
to be Surzeon Commanders. 


Royat Naval VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Surgeon Licutenant K. W. Martin to be Surgcon Lieutenant-Commandcr. 
D W. Pugh #H. S. Gild, and J. Cites to be Temporary Surgeon 
Licutenents. 
Women’s Rovat Nevai Service 
Mrs. Génevieéve Rewcastle to be Medical Superintendent. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES 


Colonc! (acting Major-General) H. H. Blake, O.B.E., late R.A.M.C., has 
relired and remained employed. 

Colonel J. E. Elicome. late R.A.M.C., has retired and remained cmployed. 

Lieutenani-Colonel L. Duntar, O.B.E., from R.A.M.C , to be Colone!, with 
seniority January 13, 1938. 

Lieutenant-Colone! (acting Colonel) A. A. M. Davics, from R.A.M.C., to 
be Cclenel, with seniority December 26, 1937. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
Lieutenant-Colone! A. E. B. Weod, late R.A.M.C., retired pay, has 
relinquished the rank of Licutenant-Colone! at his own request, whelst em- 


ployed in the temporary rank of Major. ; 
Majors W. D. Anderton, M.C., and C. M. Forster to be Lieutenant-Colonels. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE 
Flying Officer G. M. Ward to be Flight Licutenamt, with seniority April 3, 
39. 


Flying Officers D. A. Duthie, F. O. H. S. Lillie, and J. S. Richardson 
to be Flight Lieutenants. 
Auxmiagy Arr Force: Mepicat Brancn 
Flying Officers J. S. Gowlay and J. D. Crerar to be Flight Lieutenants. 


Royat Am Force VOLUNTCER Reserve: Mepicat Brancn 


Flying Officer H. R. Arthur to be Flight Lieutenant. 

The following have been granted commissions as Flying Officers for the 
duration of hostilities: S. Bender, J. F. Houlihan, W. B. James, D. D 
Morrell, L. M. Rouillard, W. H. C. Spooner, N. B. Atkin, D. G. Evans, 
W. A. Jones, H. J. Knox, K. L. G. Nobbs. 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
Royat Mepicat Corps 


Captain W. T. Bermingham has ceased to belong to the Reserve of Officers 
on account of ill-health. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: Royat Mepicat Corrs 


Captain G. M. Brooks has ceased to belong to the Supplementary Reserve 
of Officers on account of ill-health. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Royat Mepicat Corps 


Licutenant-Colonel J. C. Barrett, V.C., T.D., Leicester Regiment, to be 
Major, with scniority August 2¢, 1934, and has relinquished the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, (Substituted for the notification in the Supplement to the 
London Gazette of February 20, 1940.) 

Ma‘or J. L. Menzies, M.C., from Territorial Army Reserve of Officers, io 
be Major. (Substituted for the notifications in the Supplements tm the 
London Gazettes of September 26, 1939, and April 26, 1940.) 

Major H. K. Griffith, T.D., has relinquished his commission on account 
of ill-health, and retained his rank with permission to wear the prescribed 
uniform. 

Captain A. J. G. Newton, from Royal Scots, Territorial Army Reserve of 
Officers, to be Captain. 

Licutenant W. A. Law to be Captain, December 20, 1939, with seniority 
June 20, 1938. 

Lieutenant C. D. Preston to be Captain, with seniority November 20, 
1938, next below Captain E. Foster. 

Lieutenants W. RK. Gauld and F. McC. Thomson to be Captains, with 
seniorities November 22 and 24, 1938, respectively 

Licutenant J. S. Pritchard to be Captain, with seniority July 29, 1939, next 
below Captain R. M. Johnstone. 

Lieutenant O. C. Wilkinson to be Captain, with seniority September 1, 
1939, next below Captain (acting Major) H. B. Dodwell. 

Lieutenants (War Substantive Captains) C. T. Barry and C. G. Jones 
have relinquished their commissions on account of ill-health. 

Licutenant (War Substantive Captain) H. S. Gaussen has relinquished his 
commission on account of ill-health. (Substituted for the notification in the 
Supplement to the London Gazette of April 24, 1940.) 

Licutenant J. Black has relinquished his commission on account of ill-health. 
(Substituted for the notification in the Supplement to the London Gazette of 
November 28, 1939.) 

W. Chalmers, late Cadet Corporal, Leeds Grammar School Contingent, 
Junior Division, O.T.C., to be Lieutenant. (Substituted for the notification 
in the Supplement to the London Gazette of September 14, 1939.) 


Territoria Army RESERVE OF Orricers: Royal Army Mepicat Corrs 


Second Lieutenamt J. M. Sturrock, from Territorial Army Reserve of Officers 
(Royal Scots), to be Lieutenant. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
Royal Army Mepicat Corps 


Temporary Captain F. Porter-Smith has relinquished his commission on 
account of ill-health and has resumed the rank of Captain. 

Lieutenant R. Bennet to be Captain, with seniority November 30, 193%, 
next below Captain L. E. Gardiner. 

The surname of Lieutenant J. A. McEwen is as now described and not as 
notificd in the Supplement to the London Gazette of November 6, 1939 

Lieutenants K. Fraser, C. P. V. MacCormack, and F. C. Hamilton have 
relinquished their commissioas on account of ill-health. 

Lieutenant J. C. Liston has been dismissed the Service by sentence of a 
Genera! Court Martial. 

To be Lieutenants: F. G. Obcidallah, A. G. S. Calder, P. W. Hannay 
E. C. MacFadyen, W. T. Black, A. J. Moon, E. T. M. Smith, A. N. P 
Milner, W. Storrar, W. G. M. Elliot, R. M. Patterson, |. A_ Feldman, 
J. R. Lawless, J. M. L. Love, N. E. Melling, H. W. Peck, K. W. Powel, 
K. H. Walter, C. W. K. Willard, F. H. Counihan, W. B. Dennehy, LE. H 
Evans, W. Kark, T. Palmer, G. S. Dhillon. C. F. Young, P) W. Hunt, J. C. 
Manning, H. G. Perey, J. M. Speirs, H. B. A. Mackie, A. B. Monk, D. C, 
Ross, G. D. Cribb, D. W. McCarthy, G. Massic, P. Firstenberr, H. N. 
Peyton, J. R. Moffat, M. K. Simon, H. J. Croot, P. B. Ascroft, J. B. Tracy, 
K. S. Wilson. 

Kathleen M. N. Vickers to be a Medical Officer with the relative renk of 
Licutenant. 

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


Major G. Dockery has retired from the service on account of ill-health. 


The Drugs Branch of the Home Office announces that in con- 
sequence of the convictions in respect of offences under the 
Dangerous Drugs Acts of (1) Henry Joseph Constantine Churchi'l, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., whose registered address is 80, Berke'ey Court, 
London, N.W.1, and (2) John Hunt, M.B., B-Ch., whose registered 
address is 9, Osborne Road, St. Anne's, Lanes, the Secretary of 
State has withdrawn from those practitioners the authorities granted 
by the Regulations made under the Dangerous Drugs Act, 1920, to 
medical practitioners to be in possession of and to supply any 
drug or preparation to which the Dangerous Drugs Regulations 
> or any drug to which the Raw Opium, etc., Regulations, 1937, 
apply. 
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ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE 


SUPPLEMENT to tHe 
British Mepicat Journar 


British Medical Association 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1. 


Addresses, etc. 
Secrerary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London). 
Epiror, BrairtsH Mepicat Journa (Telegrams: Aitiology Westcent, 
London) 
Supscriplions, ADVERIISEMENTS, etc. (Telegrams: 
Westcent, London). 

Telephone number of British Medical Association and British 
Medical Journal, Euston 2111 (internal exchange, six lines). 
ScortisH Secretary: 7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh. (Tele- 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel.: 24361 Edinburgh.) 
Cumann Doctiiri na h-Bireann (1.M.A. and B.M.A.): 95, Merrion 

Square, W., Dublin. (Tel.: 62550 Dublin.) 


Medisecra 


Title of Derry Division 


Notice is hereby given by the Council of the Association to 
all concerned that it is proposed to alter the title of the 
Derry Division to the Londonderry Division. 


Any member affected by this proposal and objecting 
thereto is requested to write to the Secretary of the Associa- 
tion by July 6, 1940, stating the objection and the ground 
therefor. 

G. C. ANDERSON. 
Secretary. 


Diary of Central Meetings 


JUNE 
12) Wed. Council, 10 a.m. 


Sir Charles Hastings Clinica! Prize 


The Sir Charles Hastings Clinical Prize, which consists of a 
certificate and a money award of fifty guineas, is again open 
for competition in respect of 1941. The prize is established 
by the Council of the British Medical Association for the 
promotion of systematic observation, research, and record in 
general practice ; and any member of the Association who is 
engaged in general practice is eligible to compete. Entries 
must be received at the British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, not later than Decem- 
ber 31, 1940. Copies of the regulations governing the award 
may be obtained from the Secretary. 


Important Notice concerning Appointments 


The attention of medical practitioners is drawn to the impor- 
tant notice concerning appointments which is published each 
week in the advertisement columns of the Journal. This 
notice asks practitioners to communicate with the Secretary of 
the British Medical Association before applying for any of the 
appointments listed therein. It appears this week at page 33. 


B.M.A. LIBRARY 


The following volumes were added to the Library during 
April: 


Armstrong, H. G.: Principles and Practice «f Aviation Medicine. 1939. 

Boring, E. G., et at.: Introduction to Psychology. 1939. 

Boyd, W.: Pathology of Internal Diseases. Third edition. 1940 

Cluver, E. H.: Public Health in South Africa. Sccond edition. 1939. 

Corrigen, C. E.: Cliaical Diagnosis of Swellings. 1939. 

Edwards, F. W., Oldroyd, H., and Smart, J.: British Blood-sucking Flies. 
1939. 

Frost, H.: Nursing in Sickness and in Health. 1939, 

Gardiner, H.: Physiology and Anatomy. 1939. 

Gasser, H. S., et al.: Symposium on the Synapse. 1939. 

Harmer, B.. and Henderson, V.: Textbook of the Principles and Practice of 
Nursing. Fourth edition. 1939. 

Hauser, E. D. W.: Diseases of the Foot. 1939 

Hemery, H.: Physiological Basis of the Art of Singing. 1939. 

Hutchison, Sir R., and Hunter, D.: Clinical Methods. Eleventh edition. 1940. 

Le Comte, R. M.: Manual of Urology. Second edition. 1939. 

Lewis, G. M., and Hopper, M. E.: Introduction to Medical Mycology. 1939. 

MacNaughton-Jones, H.: Hearing and Equilibrium. 1939. 

Martin, C. R. A.: Practicat Food Inspection. Second edition. Two volumes. 
1940. 

Mead, S. V.: Diseases of the Mouth. Fifth edition. 1940. 

Oakes, L.: Illustrations of Bandaging and First Aid. 1940. 


Putti, V.: Cura Operatoria delle Fratture del Collo del Femore. 1940. 

Ridicy. F., and Sorsby, A. (editors): Modern Trends in Ophthaimology. 1940 

Smith, S.: Forensic Medicine. Seventh cdition. 1940. 

Tulchin, H.: intclligence and Crime. 1939. 

Vakil, R. J.: Benien Lymphocytic Meningitis. 1939. 

Weil, E.: L°Hématologie. 1939. 

Wheeler, C. E.: Introduction to the Principles and Practice of Homocopathy 
Second edition 1940. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


PostoGrapuate Mepicat Scuoot, Ducane Road W.— Daily, 10 am. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Sureical Clinics and Operations, Otstetrical and 
Gynaccological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 1.30 to 2 p.m... Post-mortem 
Demonstration. Mon., 10 a.m., Opening of Special Course on Chest Surgery. 
Tues., 2.30 p.m., Ward Clinic, Sic Walter Langdon-Brown. Wed., 11.30 
a.m., Clinico-Pathological Conference (Medical) ; 2 p.m... Pregnancy Diagnosis 
Tests, Dr. Janet Vaughan: 3 p.m., Clinico-Pathological Conference (Surgical); 
4.30 p.m., Pathology of the Liver, Prof. G. R. Cameron. Thurs., 2 p.m. 
Radiological Conference, Dr. Duftcan White. Fri.. 2 p.m., Clinico-Patho- 
logical Conference (Gynaecological); 2.30 p.m., Sterility Clinic, Mr. V. B. 
Green-Armytage. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat Society oF MEDICINE 


Section of Therapeutics and Pharmacoiogy.—Tues., 2.30 p.m. Discussion: 
Clinical Experiences with Sulphathiazole in Therapy of Staphylococcal 
Infections. Openers, Dr. A. J. Ewins, Introductory Remarks on Sulphon- 
amides ; Dr. E. C. Butler, Dr. H. M. McCrea, and Dr. G. Melton, 
Clinical Experiences with Sulphathiazole. 


Section of Psychiatry —Tues., 4.30 p.m. Paper by Dr. E. N. Butler: 
Observation Units. The subsequent discussion will be opened by Dr. 
J > L. Skottowe, Mr. R. H. Curtis. and Dr. Letitia Fairfield. 


Section of Ophthalmology.—Fri., 5 p.m. Annual General Meeting Election 


of Officers and Council for 1940-1. Paper by Mr. J. P. Maxwell: Cataract” 


in Osteomalacia. 


Meoicat Society of INpivinuat 11, Chandos Street, W.— 
Thurs., 2.30 p.m., Dr. J. A. Hadfield: Sexual Feitishism ; its Psychopathology 
and Treatment. 


West Kent Society.—At Chiesman’s Restaurant, 
Lewisham High Street, S.E., Thurs., 8 p.m. Annual Dinner and Dance. 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING Factory SuRGeON.—The appointment at Radcliffe (Lancashire) is 
vacant. Applications to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Cleland House. 
Page Street, S.W.1, by June 18. 


APPOINTMENTS 


ExaMiIninG Factory SurGceons.—A. W. Henderson, M.D.. for the Keith 
District (Banffshire) ; G. M. Jones, M.R_C.S.. L.R.C.P., for the Ystalyfera 
District (Glamorganshire) ; W. G. Owen, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., for the 
Penyeroes District (Caernarvonshire) ; A. B. Stich, M.B., Ch.B., for the 
Brenchicy District (Kent). 

Lonpon County Councit.—The following appointments in the Council's 
mental health services at the hospitals indicated in parentheses are 
announced: Specialist (Temporary): J. D. N. Hill, M.B., B.S... D.P.M. 
(Sutton Emergency) ; Medical Officers (Temporary): H. S. Joseph, M.B., 
B.S.. D.P.M., and A. S. Thorley. M.D., D.P.M. (Sutton Emergency) ; 
W. LL. Rees, M.B., B.Ch. (Mill Hill Emergency). 


— — 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 10s. 6a. This amount 
should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and address 
of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than 
the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 

BIRTH 

Toruam.—On May 28, at Hammersmith Hospital, to Dr. Helen Topham, 

wife of Dr. E. J. E. Topham, a son Gohn Harcourt). 
DEATHS 

Rowe.—On May 28, at North Stifford, J. J. S. Rowe, L.M.S.S.A., aged 76. 
Late of Seamen’s Hospital. 

Wape.—On May 30, 1940, in a London nursing home, Rubens Wade, M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P., Senior Anaesthetist of St. Bartholomew's and the Royal Northern 
Hospitals. 


— 


The British Oxygen Co. Ltd. (East Lane North Wembley, 
Middlesex) have informed the Secretary of the British Medical 
Association that they have two films which might be of interest 
to members attending Branch or Division meetings. One of the 
films is called ** The Production and Distribution of Medical Gas,” 
and the other is called ** Modern Methods of Oxygen Therapy.” 
A representative of the company would show these at local meetings 
free of charge. 
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